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Spring has sprung! The days are longer, the flowers are blooming, 
the birds are singing…it’s our favorite time of the year. Along with 
the warmer weather comes a chance to get outside and focus on 
your home’s exterior. In this issue, we share with you some outdoor 
favorites including the best ways to enjoy your outdoor space, 
improve your curb appeal, and maintain your home in warmer 
weather. 

We were recently honored to receive the 2019 Guildmaster Award 
for demonstrating the highest level of customer service within 
the residential construction industry. As homeowners ourselves, 
we hold our team to an exceptionally high standard when it 
comes to working with customers on their homes. A home is one 
of the biggest investments you’ll make, so why not get the most 
enjoyment out of it as possible? At Exterior Source, we believe it 
starts with exceptional products and expert installations.

ROD RENFROW 

GUT TERS    SIDING    ROOFING    WINDOWS     
DOORS     DECKS    SUNROOMS     PAVERS     FENCES



I I IE X T E R I O R  S O U R C E

A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D .  C O P Y R I G H T  © 2 0 1 9 . 

Since 1993, Exterior Source has served more than 29,000 homeowners across 
Central Virginia and the Tidewater area. We pride ourselves on creating 
beautiful exteriors for every budget. We are fully licensed and insured in 
Virginia, operating crews out of Richmond and Chesapeake to perform 
exterior home improvements. 
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Spring is a great time to get started on home improvement 
projects, both inside and out. Here are some of the best 
projects to tackle this upcoming season:
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1   Clean your gutters. Spring is known for its abundance of rain showers. 
Keeping gutters free from debris is important in order to freely move 
rainwater through your gutters and away from your home’s foundation. If 
climbing a ladder to clean your gutters sounds like a chore you’d rather not 
do, contact us to learn about LeafGuard and stop cleaning gutters forever!

2  Inspect your roof. The winter months can take a toll on your roof with the 
abundance of snow, ice, and other storms. Spring is a good time to do a 
routine check of your shingles and look for damaged, buckling shingles as 
well as any leaks or dark spots! 

3  Plant trees. Strategically planting a tree or two in the spring can really 
pay off in the summer time when any shade is appreciated. A fast-growing 
deciduous tree, like a maple or oak tree, can provide copious amounts of 
shade for your home, as well as improve the look of your landscaping.

4  Prep your outdoor area. Alfresco dinners and more time outdoors are 
not as far off as they seem. Take time now to prep your outdoor area for 
use this spring. If you don’t currently have a designated patio or outdoor 
living space, consider adding one. Outdoor living spaces are said to increase 
a home’s value by over 12%! Plus, you and your family can get a lot of 
enjoyment out of them now. 

5  Check windows and doors. While sealing windows and doors may seem 
like a cold-weather task, it is just as essential in the warmer months when 
heat creeping in can send your air conditioning bill skyrocketing. New 
replacement windows and doors are an energy efficient way to invest in 
your home and cut down on energy loss and spikes in your utility bill.

THE BEST HOME IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS FOR SPRING



3E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E



4 E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E



Outdoor spaces are becoming increasingly popular among homeowners. 
In fact, the American Institute of Architects reports that requests for 
outdoor living spaces have increased for the sixth consecutive year. 
Thanks to a booming leisure lifestyle industry, the options for creating 
livable outdoor spaces are almost endless. Outdoor spaces can serve as 
a fun play area for the kids, a place to show off your grilling skills, and 
an entertaining space for friends and family. The versatility of outdoor 
spaces is one of the reasons why they’re such an attractive addition to 
many homes. 

While many outdoor spaces can be used year-round, spring and summer are the best 
times to take advantage of these spaces. Here are 7 ways to make the most of your 
outdoor living space during the warmer weather. 

1   Host an Alfresco Dinner Party – Invite your friends and neighbors over for 
an alfresco dinner party.  Don’t stress about investing in a new patio set, either. 
Simply moving your indoor dining table and chairs out onto the patio can create 
an ideal setting for your outdoor meal.

2   Fire Up the Grill – Nothing says “summer” like a burger right off the grill. A 
fun idea is to host a burger bar with several toppings so friends can dress their 
burger to their taste.

3   Set Up Yard Games  – Croquet, badminton or bocce are a few yard games that 
friends of all ages can enjoy!

4   Gather Round the Firepit  – The warmth of a firepit makes the chilly evenings 
of spring all the more enjoyable! Whether you’re simply relaxing or whipping up 
a batch of delicious s’mores, you’ll love the fun vibes this addition brings to your 
patio.

5   Watch a Movie Under the Stars  – Get cozy in your outdoor space with some 
popcorn and a movie projector.
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THE MOST COLORFUL 
PLANTS TO GROW ON 
YOUR PATIO

Take your outdoor living area to the next level with some 

colorful blooms! These stunning plants will add instant charm 

and warmth to your patio, and can be planted in containers or 

directly in the ground. Best of all, they’re all hardy and easy to 

maintain! 

Lantana – These multicolored blossoms make an excellent 
potted plant by themselves or in a larger arrangement. Don’t be 
surprised to see several butterflies around your patio after you 
plant this gem!  

Geraniums – According to Southern Living, “few flowers look as 
good in a pot as these do.” They come in a variety of colors and 
do well in both sun and shade. 

Helichrysum – These golden flower blossoms can tolerate poor 
soil, making them one of the easiest options to grow on your 
patio or deck. They’ll keep their blooms all summer.

Trailing Petunias — Petunias are a popular choice since they 
come in a wide variety of vibrant shades. Best of all, they are 
hardy enough to withstand Virginia’s hot and humid summers. 
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Looking to improve the curb appeal of your 

home? One of the best ways is with a new 

front door. Luckily, you don’t have to trade 

looks for durability. With ProVia entry doors 

you can get both! It will not only provide 

maximum curb appeal and timeless style, 

but incredible energy efficiency and 

durability as well.
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COMPOSITE DECKING: 
THE LONG-LASTING, 
LOW-FUSS DECK 

Wood has long been the go-to ma-
terial for decks and popular among 
homeowners because of its natu-
ral look. However, as wood ages 
problems like fading, warping, and 
overall instability can arise. Luckily, 
there’s a superior alternative that has 
taken the decking world by storm. 
Composite decking offers all the 
beauty of wood decking without the 
maintenance. Made from recycled 
materials, composite decking can 
withstand years of weather while still 
maintaining its rich color. 

1   Appearance. When it comes to appearance, 
composite decks use a combination of 
materials, such as recycled plastic bags and 
wood fibers that resemble real wood. The eco-
friendly boards come in a variety of rich colors 
to best complement your home’s exterior. 
Composite decking offers the look of real 
wood with the ease of minimal maintenance. 

2  Cost. Most composite decks boast a lifespan 
of 20-25 years, making them generally more 
expensive than pressure-treated wood. 
Nevertheless, composite decks can be 
considered a worthwhile investment since 
they usually come with a warranty that helps 
ensures overall quality, unlike pressure-
treated wood.
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3  Durability. Composite decks use materials 
that are durable and long-lasting, meaning 
you’ll get a longer lifespan out of them. 
Unlike wood, composite decking will not rot, 
warp or splinter, making it a safer and more 
comfortable option for families with kids and 
pets. The material isn’t attractive to termites 
and you’ll never have to worry about fading 
or staining.

4  Maintenance. In terms of maintenance, 
composite deck designs are marketed as low-
maintenance options, which makes them 
great for homeowners who are looking for 
an easy-to-manage outdoor space. Unlike 
wooden decks, composite decking does not 
need seasonal painting, sealing or staining. 
While mildew can sometimes be a problem, 
composite decking comes clean with a 
simple soap-and-water cleaning.
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An outdoor fire pit can turn your backyard into a year-round retreat, 
whether making s’mores in the fall, sipping wine in the summer, 
enjoying the spring sunsets, or staying cozy in the winter. As a central 
gathering spot for friends and family, it’s no wonder that 97% of 
homeowners rank fire pits as their #1 most wanted backyard design 
idea. This cozy addition can turn even the smallest backyard into a more 
comfortable and livable space. Here are a few reasons why fire pits are 
so popular with today’s homeowners:

THE BENEFITS OF AN 
OUTDOOR FIRE PIT

1. A fire pit extends the livability of your outdoor space. The warmth, lighting, 
and overall ambiance of a fire pit can help make your outdoor space more inviting 
during the year. They are a fun attraction for all ages and come in a variety of sizes 
to fit the size of your space. If you find yourself hardly ever using your outdoor patio, 
consider adding a fire pit to improve the atmosphere of your space. 

2. They create a stunning focal point. A fire pit makes designing an outdoor space 
easy since it can act as the focal anchor. Even when not in use, a fire pit can make a 
design statement in your backyard. There are several styles and designs of fire pits 
you can choose from to complement the look and size of your outdoor space.

3. They increase the value of your home. Fire pits are known to improve the 
resale value of a home. In fact, most homeowners can recoup 78% of the costs 
associated with building a fire pit when reselling their home. With outdoor living 
trends at an all-time high, a fire pit is an attractive addition to any home. 

4. They help keep bugs away. If you live in Virginia, you know that May through 
August is peak mosquito season, which often makes it difficult to enjoy the 
outdoors. A fire pit is a great tool for keeping mosquitoes and other pests away — a 
key benefit that people often overlook.  Burning soft woods, like pine, fir, or cypress, 
can be especially helpful in the summer months.

5. They provide an alternative area for cooking. When it’s too hot to use the 
oven, move outside for some alfresco cooking. After all, a fire pit is good for more 
than just s’mores! Some fun things to make on a fire pit include chicken kebabs, hot 
dogs, corn on the cob, or loaded baked potatoes. 

More than just for looks, a fire pit can increase your home’s value, provide extra 
comfort, extend your outdoor living area, and provide fun for the whole family 
to enjoy! At Exterior Source, we recommend Nicolock firepits. Built with premium 
materials, their natural textures and colors look great on any patio.
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Everyone’s life is busy. Whether you’re a young homeowner tackling a career, a parent 
taking care of children, or a retiree enjoying your free time, no one wants to spend 
tons of time and money on their home’s upkeep. After all, homeownership should 
be about enjoying your home – no matter what stage of life you are in. Luckily, there 
are numerous materials and products on the market today that make caring for your 
home extremely easy.

Here are some of our favorite products that will give your home beautiful curb appeal, 
while cutting down on costly maintenance:

LOW-MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS 
FOR A MORE RELAXING HOME

1.  Upgrade your gutter system to 
LeafGuard

Gutters are one of the most high-maintenance 
parts of a home, requiring regular cleanings in 
order to function properly. Worse yet, cleaning 
them requires climbing a ladder, sometimes to 
rather scary heights. According to the American 
Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, 500,000 
people are treated every year for ladder-related 
accidents and 300 of those accidents are fatal. 
While cleaning gutters is important, falling 
from a ladder is just not worth the risk. That’s 
where LeafGuard gutters come in — the low-
maintenance alternative to traditional gutters.

Why it’s low-maintenance: LeafGuard gutters 
are guaranteed not to clog, so you’ll never have 
to clean them. If LeafGuard gutters clog, we’ll 
clean them for free!  The unique hood-covered 
trough, allows leaves and other debris to roll 
off, while water flows in. Made with heavy duty 
aluminum that is 20% thicker than the industry 
standard, LeafGuard can withstand even the 
harshest rains. Its ScratchGuard finish prevents 
cracking, chipping, or peeling and is backed by a 
warranty for the life of your gutter.
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2. Swap out your siding for James Hardie Fiber Cement siding
Depending on the type of siding your home has, it can rot, crack, puncture, or fade over time. In some 
cases, heavy winds can pull the siding off or leave it sagging in areas. Annual cleanings are necessary in 
order to keep siding looking its best. But not with fiber-cement. This premier product makes maintenance 
the least of your worries.

Why it’s low-maintenance: Fiber-cement siding is one of the longest-lasting siding products available 
on the market. It is specially engineered to be moisture, rot, and pet resistant. An added bonus is their 
fire-resistant quality. Fire feasts on wood and melts vinyl quickly, but fiber cement siding will not melt or 
add fuel to the fire. Furthermore, because of its fire resistance, you may also qualify for a discount on your 
homeowner’s insurance.
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3.  Replace wood windows with top-
rated vinyl options

Often found in older homes, wood windows 
have a certain charm to them but they also 
require a great deal of maintenance. If left 
untreated, wood will rot and warp so they often 
need to be painted on a regular basis. Wood 
frames also tend to swell due to moisture which 
makes it difficult to open and close them. Wood 
is often vulnerable to insects like termites – the 
last thing a homeowner wants anywhere near 
their home. Vinyl replacement windows are a 
great option for homeowners who want less 
maintenance and more energy-efficiency.

Why it’s low-maintenance: Vinyl windows 
are one of the best investments you can make 
in your home. According to the Remodeling 
Impact Report, homeowners can recoup up to 
80% of the project cost in terms of added home 
value. Their longevity and energy efficiency 
make replacement windows an attractive 
addition to any home. Designed to keep your 
home comfortable no matter the season, vinyl 
windows eliminate the need for regular painting. 
The glass is coated with a low-emissivity (Low E) 
coating that keeps heat out in the summer and 
warm air inside during the winter. This means 
that you won’t have to crank up the AC in the 
dead of summer, or the heat when it’s bitterly 
cold outside. It also has ultraviolet protection, 
allowing you to enjoy the daylight without 
worrying about it fading your furniture, carpet or 
paint job.
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4.  Turn your outdoor space into a low-maintenance oasis
A deck can be a wonderfully fun addition to your backyard, but not if its chipping, cracking, 
or changing color. Wood decks need regular upkeep to prevent them from rotting and 
no one wants to spend time maintaining a deck when they could be relaxing! At Exterior 
Source, we offer decks with premium composite decking.

Why it’s low-maintenance: Unlike wood, composite decking requires no resealing, 
painting or staining. It comes in a variety of options, many of which have the unmistakable 
look of exotic hardwood, but without any of the maintenance. Composite decking is 
designed to retain its looks with minimal cleaning, using only mild soap and water. With a 
quality topcoat, composite decking has exceptional resistance to UV light and color fade, so 
you can enjoy it for many summers without worrying about weathering.
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