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Welcome to the latest issue of our online magazine, Curb Appeal. As the 
cooler weather arrives in Virginia, our focus turns inward to our homes 
and making sure they are as cozy and comfortable as they can be for 
the seasons ahead. At Exterior Source, we’re proud to help you get the 
most enjoyment possible out of your home, whether that means never 
cleaning a gutter again, or creating a fun outdoor space for the whole 
family to enjoy. We were recently selected as one of 60 GuildQuality 
remodelers with the highest customer satisfaction scores. In addition, 
we are ranked #133 on the Qualified Remodeler Top 500 annual list of 
the nation’s largest remodelers. These recognitions are a testament 
to our phenomenal staff and their dedication to our customers. We’re 
looking forward to serving you in the upcoming fall and winter seasons!

ROD RENFROW 
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Since 1993, Exterior Source has served more than 25,000 homeowners and builders across Central Virginia and the Tidewater 
area. We pride ourselves on our exceptional products, expert installations, and solutions for every budget. We are fully 
licensed and insured in Virginia, operating crews out of Richmond and Chesapeake to perform exterior home improvements. 
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Summer is not the only time you can get use and enjoyment out of your outdoor space. 
Decks, patios, and porches are all great places to entertain and relax during the cooler 
months as well. Here are some fun ways to use your outdoor space, even when the 
weather turns crisp and cool.
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1   Add heat. Installing a firepit is a great way to keep warm outside while also creating a fun 
social atmosphere. There are several portable firepit options available, as well as more 
permanent installations to generate heat and cook s’mores. Distribute faux fur wraps or 
cozy blankets among your outdoor furniture and encourage your guests to snuggle up and 
get cozy! Patio heaters are another great option for generating warmth, while adding to the 
ambiance at the same time. 

2  Add lighting. During the cooler months, it gets dark outside a lot earlier than during the 
summer, but don’t let that put a damper on the fun! Adding some candles, lanterns or 
string lights will set the scene for a fun family game night or s’more fest! 

3  Curb the wind. Installing outdoor curtains around all, or part of your deck, or patio, can 
keep the chilly wind at bay. Awnings and pergolas are also good options that can block the 
wind. Best of all, these additions to your outdoor space can pull double duty by providing 
shade during the summer months.

4  Set the scene. Add some potted mums or evergreen shrubs to your outdoor space. It’s a 
common misconception that plants don’t grow in the cooler months. Depending on the 
area you’re in, there’s lots of outdoor foliage you can use to add interest and color to your 
outdoor space. 

5  Bring it all together. Add an outdoor rug to tie everything together and make your space 
feel like a cozy outdoor room. Not only does it help with the look of your space, but it will 
help cut down on the chill as well!

5 WAYS TO ENJOY YOUR OUTDOOR 
SPACE IN COOLER WEATHER



For many homeowners, cleaning gutters is an important part of maintaining the curb 
appeal and functionality of their homes. This is especially true in the cooler fall months 
when leaves are steadily dropping onto their roofs and into the gutters. What makes 
this home maintenance chore different from regular maintenance tasks, however, 
is the potential risk of serious injury. Cleaning gutters requires climbing a ladder, 
sometimes to rather scary heights, although you don’t have to be very high off the 
ground to risk falling from a ladder. Falling from a ladder is an extremely common 
mishap among homeowners. 

THE SCARY TRUTH ABOUT 
CLEANING GUTTERS

Before you think that this would never 
happen to you, it’s important to realize 
that ladder accidents can be caused by 
several different reasons, including:

•  Older ladders that become weak and 
unstable

•  Contact with electrical wiring

•  Snagging clothing on the roof or 
ladder

• Uneven ground below the ladder

Regardless of the cause, ladder accidents 
can lead to severe injury. According to 
the American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons, 500,000 people are treated 
every year for ladder-related accidents. 
Out of that number, 300 of those accidents 
are fatal. While cleaning your gutters may 
seem important, falling from a ladder is 
just not worth the risk. 

At Exterior Source, we have a solution 
that not only removes ladders from the 
equation, but also improves the curb 
appeal and overall look of your home: 
LeafGuard Gutter Systems. These seamless 
gutter systems come with a built-in hood 
that covers the top of the gutter to keep 
leaves out. The hood is designed with a 
specific curve to help rainwater slide into 
the gutter while debris, such as leaves 
and pine needles, roll right off. This keeps 
your gutters clog-free and functioning 
properly. Unlike add-on gutter hoods 
that can be attached to your existing 
gutters, LeafGuard gutters are roll-formed 
from one continuous piece of aluminum, 
so there are no seams or cracks. Stop 
risking injury with rickety ladders and get 
LeafGuard!
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BOOST YOUR HOMES’ 
WEATHER RESISTANCE 
WITH THESE PROJECTS

The cooler months can bring with them harsh conditions 
that can take a toll on your home. They can cause many 
issues, from water leaks to skyrocketing energy bills. The 
good new is you can prevent issues by doing a bit of tuning 
up and investing in certain upgrades. 

1   Window Replacement. Old windows tend to be less 
efficient, which translates into more drafts and thermal 
energy loss. To keep your living spaces comfortable, be sure 
to replace them with sturdier vinyl replacement windows. 
These windows come with innovative frame materials, 
multiple glass panes and low-E glass to keep your home 
airtight and secure. 

2  Gutter Upgrade. If you have sectional gutters, you 
probably deal with frequent leaks and clogging. This is 
due to their end caps, corner pieces and other areas with 
seams, which allow water to back up and provide debris 
with opportunities to create a blockage. You can minimize 
this problem when you switch to seamless gutters. They’re 
formed from a single sheet of metal, which minimizes the 
risks of leaks and clogging. Futhermore, they provide your 
home with a neat, smooth accent.

3  Roof Repair and inspection. As your home’s first line of 
defense against the harmful elements, your roof may have 
sustained damage throughout the year. That said, you 
should address even the smallest of leaks to keep them 
from turning into costly problems. You should also check 
if your attic is still well-ventilated and well-insulated. When 
you detect signs of damage, seek the help of an expert to 
further inspect your roof and perform the needed repairs.



7E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E



1   Leaks. A leak is the most common issue homeowners have with their roofing systems. 
Often, homeowners aren’t even aware that their roofs have sprung leaks until the 
damage is considerable. With a long rainy season approaching, it’s important to check 
your roof for leaks now and get them resolved quickly. Small leaks can turn into big 
problems down the road, if they are not addressed. Water spots on the ceiling are a sure 
sign of leaks, so keep an eye out for this! 

2  Old Shingles. You may notice granules in your shingles. This is a natural symptom of the 
degradation of roof shingles, but if the granules seem much more numerous than usual, 
especially after a storm, you should be concerned. This means that the deterioration 
process has already begun and, depending on its severity, you might need a roof 
replacement. Again, this is a problem that should be addressed immediately, as you 
don’t want to deal with a roof replacement in the middle of winter.

3  Ventilation. You’ll know ventilation is an issue if you notice the shingles on your roof 
are cupping. In our area of the country, we highly recommend installing ridge vents 
on a roof to vent your attic. This helps move moisture from your attic and prevent ice 
dams during the winter months. During the summer months, ventilation will expel 
solar-heated hot air from your attic, reducing your building’s cooling load. Simply put, 
proper ventilation can benefit your home year-round and maintain the life of your roof’s 
shingles.

IS  YOUR ROOF READY FOR COOLER 
WEATHER? ADDRESS THESE 
PROBLEMS FIRST! 

As the weather cools off and kids start back to school, it’s time to start preparing your 
roof for fall and winter. In our part of the country, the cooler seasons mean lots of rain. 
It’s important to make sure your roof is prepared and ready to handle the change in 
season. Here are some of the most important things to look out for between now and 
the first freeze of winter. 

8 E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E



9E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E



1 0 E X T E R I O R  S O U R C E

YOUR FALL & WINTER HOME 
MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST

As a premier Virginia remodeler, we believe your house should be your haven, especially during the cooler months. By properly preparing your home now, 
you can ensure the upcoming season will be enjoyable and relaxing!

SEAL YOUR WiNDOWS
Cooler weather can mean drafty windows 
ruining your energy bill. Most home contractors 
will recommend you re-caulk your windows 
if there are cracks the width of a nickel. If 
you’re tired of fighting drafty windows and 
high energy bills, it may be time to consider 
replacement windows that come with a full 
Lifetime Warranty.

CHECK OUT YOUR ROOF
Inspecting your roof for warning signs and 
repairing it now can give you peace-of-mind 
during the upcoming seasons. Look for buckled 
or missing shingles, cracks, leaks, and/or dark 
spots that could turn into potential problems 
down the road. 

iNSPECT YOUR HEATiNG SYSTEM
Check this item off the list early before the rush 
starts this winter. It’s better to check it early 
than be the 200th person in line on the first 
cold day of the year. A local HVAC technician 
can inspect your furnace or heat pump to 
ensure everything is working properly and is 
ready for the cold weather ahead.
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As a premier Virginia remodeler, we believe your house should be your haven, especially during the cooler months. By properly preparing your home now, 
you can ensure the upcoming season will be enjoyable and relaxing!

iNSPECT YOUR HEATiNG SYSTEM
Check this item off the list early before the rush 
starts this winter. It’s better to check it early 
than be the 200th person in line on the first 
cold day of the year. A local HVAC technician 
can inspect your furnace or heat pump to 
ensure everything is working properly and is 
ready for the cold weather ahead.

PREPARE YOUR GUTTERS
Your gutters have to work hard during the fall 
and winter months. Make sure they’re ready by 
checking them for any clogs or damage. Better 
yet, invest in a LeafGuard gutter system that’s 
custom fit to your home. Each LeafGuard gutter 
comes with a lifelong clog-free guarantee. 

TRiM BACK TREES
Fall is the best time to trim back trees and 
bushes around your home, now that their 
summer growth cycle is over. Keeping limbs 
and branches at least three feet away from 
your home’s exterior will help prevent moisture 
from dripping onto your home’s roofing or 
siding, causing ugly stains and potential water 
damage. It will also ensure that falling limbs 
or trees don’t damage your home’s exterior 
during the winter months. 



HOW TO PREVENT 
LEAF-RELATED ISSUES 
THIS FALL

Fall foliage is one of the most beautiful 

things about the autumn season. 

Colorful leaves speckle the ground and 

make great piles for the kids to play 

in. But, while they may look pretty to 

look at, leaves can cause a number of 

problems for your home. Here are some 

leaf-related concerns you should look out 

for this fall.
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Gutter issues

Leaves are the number one problem 
when it comes to gutters. Falling 
leaves can accumulate quickly in open 
gutters, causing water to back up and 
water damage issues to escalate. Be 
sure to inspect your gutters regularly 
to ensure water is flowing freely 
and being directed away from your 
house. If clogged gutters are a regular 
occurrence for you, consider having 
a LeafGuard gutter system installed. 
Thanks to its built-in hood, which 
covers the top of the gutter, it keeps 
leaves out while letting water pass 
through, making gutter cleaning a 
distant memory. 

Slipping Hazards

Leaves that do make it to the ground 
can pose a slipping hazard, especially 
if they are wet. Be cautious of leaf-
covered sidewalks or pavement. 
Raking or blowing these areas regularly 
will help prevent any unnecessary 
accidents from occurring.

Pest Problems

As you’re raking and collecting leaves 
this fall, be sure not to leave the piles 
sitting around. Pests, like beetles, mites, 
and termites, are attracted to leaf litter 
and make their homes in piles of dead 
leaves. These are not animals you want 
taking up residence near your home! 
Properly disposing of leaf piles will help 
prevent possible headaches for you 
down the road.
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Windows play an important role in keeping your home comfortable and 
energy-efficient during the cooler months. If they are drafty, windows not only 
translate to high energy bills, but they can also make your living spaces very 
uncomfortable, by preventing a stable indoor temperature. This can cause 
your home to be colder than you want during the fall and winter seasons.

HOW TO SPOT 
PROBLEMATIC WINDOWS
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Not sure if you are dealing with 
problematic windows? Check for the 
following signs and symptoms of 
window damage:

• Condensation inside the glass

• Difficult operation

• Water leaking around the windows

• Frequent drafts

• Window panes painted shut

• Peeling paint on window frames

• Warped or broken window frames

• Broken window glass

• High energy bills

If most or all of these symptoms are 
present in your home, then there’s no 
doubt about it: you should consider 
getting new windows as soon as 
possible.
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Focusing on your landscape can seem like 
a waste of time with winter just around the 
corner, but there are actually plenty of mild 
weather days left in the year still! A fresh fall 
landscape can not only improve your home’s 
curb appeal this time of year but it can also be 
a beautiful backdrop for your outdoor space 
during the fall months. Most importantly, 
taking care of your lawn and garden during 
the fall months helps to keep it healthy and 
prosperous all year. 

TIPS FOR A 
FRESH FALL 
LANDSCAPE

Here are a few tips to keeping your landscape 
looking healthy and fresh this fall:

Fertilize and Seed: Fall is a great time to fertilize 
and seed your lawn. The cooler temperatures and 
warm soil conditions make it a optimal time for 
seeds to grow. Adding fertilizer will give them the 
extra boost they need to thrive during the autumn 
season.

Change it Up: With the temperature fluctuating, 
now is the time to plant fall flowers. Line your 
flower beds with evergreens like boxwood hedges 
and add some bright splashes of color with vibrant 
mums or purple aster. 

Add Some Nutrients: Just like us, the soil thrives 
on the right nutrients. This fall, add some organic 
matter to your garden beds and lawn to increase 
the health of the soil. Some great types of organic 
fertilizer include chicken manure or shellfish 
fertilizer, both of which can provide nutrients and 
aid with soil drainage. 

Plan For Spring: While you’re preparing your 
landscape for fall, you should also be looking 
ahead to spring. Fall is the perfect time to prep 
spring bulbs. Trees, shrubs, daffodils, and other 
plants do best when planted in the fall. You’ll get 
a jump start on your spring landscaping while 
sprucing up your yard for the fall and winter!
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4  N E W  WAY S  T O 
M A K E  S ’ M O R E S
Nothing says fall like a s’more fest around the 
firepit! Take your s’mores to the next level this 
season by adding some fun and interesting 
ingredients. 

S’MORES CRiSPY BARS 
Replace the traditional graham cracker with Rice 
Krisipies treats for a fun treat.

CANDiED BACON S’MORES  
Add a delicious twist to the classic s’more by 
layering in some candied bacon.

NUTELLA S’MORES  
Who needs little slabs of chocolate when you can 
use Nutella instead?

THE ELViS S’MORE  
Turn Elvis’ favorite sandwich into a s’more treat: 
banana, peanut butter, bacon, and marshmallow 
sandwiched between graham crackers.
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